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SUBJECT: PRESIDENT CARTER S LETTER DELIVERED TO MOBUTU 
REF: A) STATE 72015; B) KINSHASA 2878 

1 . 1 DELIVERED PRESIDENT CARTER'S LETTER TO PRESIDENT MOBUTU 
MARCH 25. DURING MEETING I TOOK OCCASION TO UNDERSCORE IM- 
PORTANCE US ATTACHES TO GOZ'S NEGOTIATING EXPEDITIOUSLY NEW 
IMF STABILIZATION PROGRAM AND BRINGING IN FOREIGN EXPERTS AT 
CENTRAL BANK. I SAID I HAD RECENTLY MET WITH FINANCE MINISTER 
AND CENTRAL BANK GOVERNOR (REF B) AND WAS ENCOURAGED TO LEARN 
THAT CONTACTS WITH THE IMF ON BOTH THESE ISSUES SEEMED 
IMMINENT. I ALSO STRESSED OUR CONTINUING CONCERN FOR RECOVERY 
OF THE AGRICULTURAL SECTOR, AND EXPRESSED HOPE THAT THE RECENT 
MEETING IN KINSHASA OF THE CONSULTATIVE GROUP'S SUB-COMMITTEE 
ON AGRICULTURE WOULD HELP MAINTAIN MOMENTUM IN THAT DIRECTION. 
MOBUTU ACKNOWLEDGED MY POINTS BUT-IN CONTRAST TO MY LAST 
MEETING WITH HIM IN ABIDJAN-HE WAS OBVIOUSLY 
NOT IN A MOOD TO SPEND MUCH TIME DISCUSSING ECONOMIC 
AND FINANCIAL PROBLEMS. HIS REACTION TO THE PRESIDENT'S LETTER 
WAS LIMITED TO AN EXPRESSION OF GENERAL SATISFACTION. AND HE 
THEN TURNED TO OTHER PREOCCUPATIONS (REPORTED SEPTELS). 
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2. THIS WAS THE FIRST TIME I HAD SEEN MOBUTU SINCE MY RETURN 
FROM WASHINGTON CONSULTATIONS AND THE SUBSEQUENT COUP PLOT 
TRIAL HERE. MOBUTU SEEMED IN REASONABLY GOOD SPIRITS AND 
INTERSPERSED OUR FORTY-MINUTE CONVERSATION WITH THE OCCASIONAL 
LIGHT-HEARTED CRACKS THAT USUALLY MARK OUR MEETINGS. HE MADE 
NO REFERENCE TO THE TRIAL OR TO OUR DEMARCHE BEFORE THE 
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EXECUTIONS, NOR DID I. ON THE OTHER HAND, MOBUTU LOOKED TIRED 
AND SEEMED RATHER ON EDGE. (AN AMERICAN WHO CALLED ON 
MOBUTU THE FOLLOWING DAY REMARKED THAT HE APPEARED UNUSUALLY 
NERVOUS.) THE FACT THAT OUR MEETING WAS FULLY COVERED BY 
RADIO AND TELEVISION, INCLUDING AN INTERVIEW UPON MY LEAVING 
THE PRESIDENT'S RESIDENCE, INDICATES THAT MOBUTU PERCEIVED A 
POLITICAL INTEREST IN PUBLICIZING US-ZAIRIAN RELATIONS AT THIS 
TIME. SIMILAR COVERAGE HAD BEEN ACCORDED THE FRENCH 
AMBASSADOR WHEN HE DELIVERED GISCARD S RESPONSE RE THE MOBUTU 
PLAN. EARLIER IN THE WEEK. THE BELGIAN AMBASSADOR 
LEFT ZAIRE RATHER ABRUPTLY ON MARCH 22 FOR 
"MEDICAL TREATMENT AND A REST" IN SOUTH AFRICA. HE DID NOT 
MEET WITH MOBUTU BEFORE HE DEPARTED. 

CUTLER 
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